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A message from our President
To all my Council sisters in the Diocese of Palm Beach-

Welcome back! The last eighteen months have been truly a 
strange one.  With God’s help, the next two years will see 
Council ‘back in action’ and stronger than ever.  Many thanks 
to our Past President, Laurie Ulseth, for leading us with grace 
under fire! The theme chosen for the next two years is The 
Love of Christ Compels Us ; the love that Christ had for us 
to die on the cross, the love we have for Him for His sacri-
fice, and the love we have for each other as followers of 
Christ.  This pure love will carry through in all we do for 
Council and in our lives, and we will not fail in what we do in 
His name. As this Messenger is going to press, I will have re-
turned form Arlington and the NCCW 2020ne Convention.
A full report will follow in a future Messenger.
On behalf of the Palm Beach Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, I would like to congratulate our own Myrna Wong, 
who was installed as President/Providence Director at the 
Florida Province Dinner at the NCCW Convention. It is a 
proud moment for the Palm Beach Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women. We are confident Myrna will lead the Flor-
ida Council of Catholic Women Province of Miami with 
poise and dignity.

Stay safe, be well and may Our Blessed Mother continue to 
guide us to do His work.
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Spirituality
Look and see what the Lord is doing in your life.  If you try to 
see Him, you will find that He was always there, even in the 
messes of the day.  We look up because Jesus looked up to see 
the Father and what He was doing.  He said that if you see me 
you see My Father.  We must remember that when the Father 
sees us, he sees His Son.  We are that connected through the 
Holy Spirit.  We have been given the mission of the Trinity from 
our BapEsm.  What beFer way to do the mission but to follow 
Jesus.  He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  We must use our 
giGs for the good of God’s Kingdom, which is coming and yet is 
here in us already. 
We are very important.  We are the Indwelling of the Trinity.  
We are the Light to the World (JN 8:12).  We must do the will of 
the Father as Jesus did.  I invite you to spend Eme in AdoraEon 
in front of the Eucharist.  Let the Lord transform your mind by 
just leUng go and leUng God take over the work.  In Eme you 
will see the fruits of the Holy Spirit in your life (GAL 5:22).  You 
will be the gateway from Heaven to this world.  You will make a 
difference in people’s lives.  You will be able to discern God’s 
Will.  I invite you to have an aUtude of graEtude, to pray daily, 
to read scripture, to meditate, to go to confession, to examine 
your conscience every night, and to pracEce the giG of presence 
– listening to the concerns of others.  The Lord speaks through 
our community.   
Please send me the hours of the AdoraEon Chapel in your 
church and I will make a list and send it to our President, 
Doreen Recco, to share. For the Spirituality Chairs, please re-
member to say the Prayer to St. Joseph at the end of your 
meeEngs. 
For those interested in a daily meditaEon experience, I recom-
mend www.meditaEonchapel.org.  When you register, a list of 
meditaEon rooms is provided, and a calendar of events 
throughout the day will be available via ZOOM. (I have been go-
ing to the Thomas KeaEng chapel room for centered prayer.  He 
was a Trappist monk out of Snowmass, CO.) 
It is an honor to start the CCW year as your Spirituality Chair.  
Thank you for the opportunity to share. 
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-Patti Amann, PBDCCW   
Spirituality Chairwoman
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Leadership

As we all get seFled into our new Board posiEons, I would like 
to say that our President, Doreen Recco,  and I are working on 
planning a training day similar to the one that was held two 
years ago hosted by our Immediate Past President, Laurie 
Ulseth,  and  past Leadership Chair, Diane Ramos.  This event 
will take place on October 2nd, at Holy Family in  
Port St. Lucie. Please conEnue to watch your email and check 
out our website PBDCCW.org  for further informaEon on this 
Leadership Workshop.   This event will prove to be very infor-
maEve and beneficial for ALL Council members.  

Our Leadership Team is ready and willing to come out to your 
affiliate meeEngs to speak, and offer training for your members.  

We are here to serve you!

Service
This year’s Service Project will be in support of the ‘Dress for 
Success’ organization.  

The vision of the Dress for Success organization is this: 
Our vision is a world where women do not live in poverty.  We strive 
for a world where all women are financially independent, are treated 
with dignity and respect, and are directly impacting their lives and 
those of their families. Our purpose is to offer long-lasting solutions 
that enable women to break the cycle of poverty.  Dress for Success is a 
part of a global movement for change, empowering women to obtain 
safer and better futures.

Stay tuned for further details on how your affiliate can assist 
us with this service project.  

God bless us all!
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-Tammy Farr, PBDCCW   
Leadership Chairwoman

  

Janice Downs, PBDCCW  
Service Chairwoman

http://PBDCCW.org
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Deanery Presidents

I have been asked to assume the Northern Deanery Pres-
ident’s position due to the untimely passing of our dear 
President, Millie Del Grosso.  Over the summer Millie held 
a brainstorming session with her new board of directors 
and shared with us her vision for the next two years.  It is 
this President’s goal to fulfill Millie’s vision with the help of 
our wonderful board. 

Northern Deanery now consists of six affiliations since the 
St. Joseph affiliate has resigned.  St. Christopher’s affiliate 
has been asked to approach any of their members who 
may still want to be part of CCW. 

Thanks to Millie, we have a wonderful opportunity to ac-
quire a new affiliation and we pray that one day this will 
come to fruition. 

Please continue to pray for Millie as she transitions into 
her new home in heaven.  Our Lady of Good Counsel pray 
for us!

 

The first Southern Deanery Board Meeting will be held on 
September 18th.  The President’s update will be available 
in the next issue of the PBDCCW Messenger. 
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To Jesus through Mary and 

Joseph: Catholic Women 

helping others through spir-

ituality, leadership, and ser-

vice. 

-Roxy LaChance, Northern 
Deanery President

You are never alone when 

left with God. 

-Anna Hernandez-Diaz, 
Southern Deanery Presi-
dent
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Despite the world’s dark news and negative reports, Cen-
tral Deanery is moving forward bringing the light of Christ 
with us! We presently have seven affiliations and hoping to 
add another by the end of the year.  Our summer Board 
Planning Meeting was hosted by St. Clare Church in North 
Palm Beach. Many ideas were exchanged and discussed 
as to how we might become more visible and relevant to 
teenage girls and young women in our parishes.  Our 
hearts are with the youth since they are our hope fo a 
growing Council and of a vibrant Church in the future.  
With that in mind, this President has spoken to several 
parish Youth Directors about bringing a presentation on 
Blessed Carlo Acutis, a millennial evangelist and youngest 
contemporary person to be beatified, to their youth groups. 
It has been enthusiastically received and plans are in the 
works. 
Another outreach considered was the Carlo Acutis Eu-
charistic Miracles Vatican Exhibit.  That was presented to 
Fr. Gavin Badway, Rector of the Cathedral of St. Ignatius. 
We just received confirmation to proceed with the event on 
on February 19-27, 2022; Central Deanery will be spon-
soring and the Cathedral will be hosting.  This is very ex-
citing and in line with the Bishop’s recent request for Eu-
charistic veneration.  Stay tuned for further details as we 
approach this great event. 
Our September 25th Board Meeting will be hosted by St. 
Therese de Lisieux Church in Wellington.  Our Fall Gener-
al Meeting is scheduled on October 16th at the Cathedral 
of St. Ignatius in Palm Beach Gardens with guest speaker 
Erin Gleeson.  We look forward to hosting the PBDC-
CW Fall General Meeting on November 13th.  We hope 
to see you all there!
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We are the Bride. 

-Dorothy Harper, Central 
Deanery President
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PBDCCW Committee Updates
As we start our Council year I would like to propose that 
we pray frequently fo our Florida government officials, if 
we expect good achievements from their efforts.  I found 
the following prayer very appropriate for this purpose:

Heavenly Father it is to your supreme authority that we 
turn, but we also live in a world with manmade laws and 
judgements.  Please assist all those who represent the 
people of Florida in the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of our state government.  Please protect them, 
guide them and assist them with your spirit of counsel and 
fortitude.  Please provide them with a heart of right-
eousness, just, and mercy and enable them to lead with 
honesty and integrity.  We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
Amen.

With regard to Hyde and Helms Amendments, the U.S. 
House of Representatives voted to repeal them.  Let’s dis-
courage the Senate from doing the same by signing the 
petition that 145,000 people have signed so far. 

Please save the dates for the following events:
1.) The 2022 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering (CSMG) in 
Washington, DC (in person and also virtual) January 29-
February 1
2.)The 2022 Catholic Days at the Capitol on Tuesday, 
February 1-Thursday February 3.
3.) Peaceful prayer gathering every first Saturday of the 
month from 9:00-10:00 a.m. at the Presidential Women 
Center in West Palm Beach.

Visit PBDCCW.org for further information. 
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Legislation 

-Teresa Cecil, PBDCCW  
Legislation Chairman

Our Lady of Good Counsel Pray for Us!

http://PBDCCW.org
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The Remembrance Tree Ceremony will take place on 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021 on the grounds of St. 
Vincent DePaul Seminary.
Fr. Hernendez, Director of St.Vincent DePaul Seminary, 
agreed to the same protocol as the previous year:
11:30 Opening Ceremony; burning of the old scroll; prayer 

and blessing by Rev. Clem Hammerschmitt
12:15 Celebration of the Eucharist by Bishop Gerald M. 

Barbarito; immediately followed by the burial of the 
new scroll at the Remembrance Tree with prayer 
and blessing by Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito

Each Deanery President will be given a packet for each of 
their affiliations.  These packets include Memorial cards 
and a list for all names of the deceased to be remembered 
on the scroll.  Donations are optional.  Any monies collect-
ed will be donated to the Seminarian Emergency Fund 
and can be used for any incidentals (unlike the Burse 
Fund).  Please make all checks payable to PBDCCW and 
send the check along with your list to Roxy LaChance at 
124 E. Bonefish Circle, Jupiter FL 33477. All information is 
available on the PBDCCW.org website.  Thank you! 

 

I am very excited and honored to be the chairperson for 
‘Take a Sister to Brunch’ this year.  This year’s event will 
take place on December 4th at St. Matthew Parish Hall.  
We are considering a morning mass followed by a break-
fast or brunch. This timeframe was suggested by the Sis-
ters due to their Saturday afternoon outreach workload of 
sick visits, communion visits, tutoring, food banks, etc. We 
will need affiliates to donate $25 gift cards and if possible, 
sponsor a Sister. Further details and registration forms will 
be available on the PBDCCW.org website in the near future.

Expect to be awed by the awesome children’s choir who 
sings for us each year. This may be the first Christmas 
function for many of you, so let’s get all geared up and re-
member that Jesus is the reason for the season!
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Remembrance Tree 

-Roxy LaChance and 
Joanne Springer, 
Remembrance Tree 
Committee Co-Chairmen

PBDCCW Take a Sister to 
Lunch  

Debbie Whitlock, 
PBDCCW Take a Sister to 
Lunch Chairman

http://PBDCCW.org
http://PBDCCW.org
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The annual PBDCCW Inspirations Fashion Show will be 
held on February 5,2022 at the Embassy Suites PGA 
Blvd in Palm Beach.  This Fashion Show will include pro-
fessional models, lots of space, good food, music, fun, and 
of course raffles!  We are in need of volunteers for selling 
raffle tickets at the event, assisting at the registration ta-
ble, and putting together the program booklet.  
Every affiliation is expected to provide a raffle basket with 
at least a value of $100.  We ask that each affiliation in-
cludes an ad in our program booklet as well.  
Information and forms will be available on the 
PBDCCW.org website.
This is our biggest fundraiser of the year with proceeds 
benefiting our PBDCCW CEGS Program.  We need YOU 
to help make this a success…thank you! 

Each year the Palm Beach Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women offers three one thousand dollar scholarships to 
three qualifying eighth grade students desiring attending a 
Catholic High School.   

This year the committee is considering making changes to 
the the application in order to improve the application 
process. 
Most importantly, we need to count on funds from each 
affiliation in the amount of $100 toward our scholarships. 
Please be sure to include this in each affiliate’s budget. 
Due to COVID, and difficulty raising the funds last year, we 
were blessed with an excess left in escrow from 2020.  
Needless to say, our 2022 Scholarship Fund is very low.  
Individual donations will also be most gratefully accepted.  
Becky Walters, Holy Family CCW Immediate Past Presi-
dent, has agree to co-chair with Christine Rodic.  Becky is 
a welcome addition to this committee! 
Remember to check out PBDCCW.org for the latest 
scholarship updates. 
We thank you all for your dedication and support.
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PBDCCW Scholarship 

Christine Rodic and Becky 
Walters, PBDCCW 
Scholarship Co-Chairmen

PBDCCW Inspirations 
Fashion Show 

Paula Barto and Annette 
Sheehan, PBDCCW 
Inspirations Fashion Show 

http://PBDCCW.org
http://PBDCCW.org
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Save the Date 
    Saturday, March 26,2022  

 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
RELAX! REFLECT! 

REJUEVENATE YOUR FAITH! 
Join us for the 

11th Annual Catholic Women of Faith,
Women of Action Conference

Our featured guest speakers will be Winkie LeFils, Past 
President, National Council of Catholic Women, Rosi 

Schuhmacher, Past Province Director, Province of Miami 
and Susan Harting, former National Council of Catholic 

Women Leadership Commission Chairman.

Currently all documents, flyers and brochures have been 
updated to reflect 2022.  The WOF/WOA flyer has been 
updated and is on the PBDCCW.org website. 

I am grateful Donna Leonardo, Central Deanery Vice Pres-
ident, has said "yes" to being my co-chair for the confer-
ence.
The program booklet has been discussed with previous 
brochure publisher,Vivian Rogers; the affiliate advertise-
ments can be easily updated for the 2022 event.  Outside 
sponsors are also encouraged. The program packets will 
be assembled and ready for distribution once we get clos-
er to the event, barring any changes due to the pandemic.  
We need you! The booth sales informational binders and 
other related documents will be returned to this chair for 
another volunteer to take over. There needs to be assign-
ment of volunteers for breakfast foods and distribution of 
boxed lunches, as well as  for registration and collection of 
monies.    
We must remember that God is in control and He will man-
ifest His love and endurance in all things.

Jesus I Trust in You! 
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Catholic Women of Faith, 
Women of Action 

Janet Richards and Donna 
Leonardo, Women of 
Faith, Women of Action 
PBDCCW Committee Co-
Chairs

http://PBDCCW.org
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Parliamentary Procedures:
Protocol for Business

During the Business Meeting all elected officers should 
always be seated at the head table and should follow the 
protocol for seating assignments as noted in the chart be-
low.  This may be rearranged according to the needs of 
the organization.  The letter X represents the lectern which 
is placed in the center of the table.

Business Meeting Seating Chart (facing the audience):

Feel free to contact me if you have any protocol questions.  
You can also find information in the 
National Council of Catholic Women Ask the Parliamentar-
ian Guide available on the NCCW.org website.

Let us all remember to “Let all things be done decently and 
in order.” 

We have a new Webmaster!  Please send your 
Deanery /Affiliate happenings and pictures to 
Maria Shanahan at stclareccw@gmail.com so 
she can post them on our PBDCCW.com website. 
WOOOHOOOO for Maria!!!!!!!!! 
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-Provided by  
Vivian Rogers, PBDCCW 
Parliamentarian

Left of Presiding Officer    X     Right of Presiding Officer
    4 3 2 1             1 2 3 4 
_____________________________________________
1. Parliamentarian                    1. President
2. Recording Secretary             2. Vice President
3. Treasurer                               3. Spiritual Advisor
4. Corresponding Secretary      4. Immediate Past Pres.      

http://NCCW.org
mailto:stclareccw@gmail.com
http://PBDCCW.com
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Calendar of  Events
      2021/2022 
                 

September 2021
18 Northern Deanery Fall Board Meeting,

St. Sebastian
18 Southern Deanery Fall Board Meeting, 

TBA
25 Central Deanery Fall Board Meeting, 

St. Therese de Lisieux

October 2021
— Council Sunday (any Sunday)
2 PBDCCW Leadership Training,

Holy Family, Port St. Lucie
16 Central Deanery Fall General Meeting,

St. Ignatius Loyola
23 Northern Deanery Fall General Meeting, 

St. Christopher
30 Southern Deanery Fall General Meeting, 

TBA

November 2021
3 Remembrance Tree Ceremony, 

St. Vincent DePaul Seminary Boynton Beach
with Bishop Barbarito

13 PBDCCW Fall Board Meeting,
Central Deanery Hosting-TBD

25 Happy Thanksgiving!
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December 2021
4 Take a Sister to Brunch,

St. Matthew Parish Hall
25 Merry Christmas!

January 2022
1 Happy New Year!

February 2022
1-3 Catholic Days at the Capitol, 

Tallahassee
5 Inspirations Fashion Show,

Embassy Suites Palm Beach Gardens
12 Central Deanery Winter Board Meeting,

St. Rita, Wellington
13 Southern Deanery Board Meeting
19 PBDCCW Winter Board Meeting,

Northern Deanery hosting at 
St. Helen, Vero Beach

26 Northern Deanery Winter Board Meeting,
St. Lucie (note time change 12:30-3:30)

March 2022
5 Southern Deanery Winter Board Meeting, 

St. Luke
26 Women of Faith/Women of Action-Our Lady 

Queen of the Apostles

April 2022
9 Northern Deanery Spring General Meeting,

St. Bernadette
17 Happy Easter!
23 Southern Deanery Spring General Meeting,

TBD
30 Central Deanery Spring General Meeting, 

TBD
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May 2022
TBD Seminarian Luncheon/Mass with Bishop

June 2022
3 PBDCCW Pre-Convention Board Meeting,

TBD, 8:30-10:30 a.m.
3-4 PBDCCW (two-day) Convention,

Double Tree Hotel; Mass at 11:00 a.m at the 
Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola

My plans are not your plans,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my plans than your plans.  
-Isaiah 55:8-9

_________________________________________________________ 

Pope Francis Prayer to St. Joseph 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

To you God entrusted His only Son:

in you Mary placed her trust;

with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,

show yourself as father

and guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 

course, and defend us from

every evil….Amen.
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